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[bookmark: _Toc485442549][bookmark: _Toc486219432][bookmark: _Toc148695283]INTRODUCTION

This document is intended as a source of reference for Committee and Staff alike.

Policies of substance have been included, whereas policies which have subsequently become Regulations or general policy (for example, procedure for dealing with anonymous letters), have not.  However, a comprehensive index of policy/precedent is maintained by the office.

Whilst tending to operate within policy guidelines, the Committee has also established that it will be prepared to review individual cases on their own merits where it considers policy not to be immediately applicable.

Subjects are listed in alphabetical order with the last policy amendment date being shown where relevant.
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[bookmark: _Toc148695285][bookmark: _Hlk97123790]APPLICATION FOR NEW DISCIPLINE RECOGNITION

‘Information required when applying to become a recognised Royal Kennel Club activity:

1. An overview of the discipline and the exercises/tests involved for the dogs and handlers.
2. Details of the current governing body/committee structure that oversees the discipline. If there are multiple ‘governing bodies’, written evidence that the approach for recognition comes from the majority.
3. A copy of the current rules and regulations, or proposed rules and regulations.
4. The rationale for requesting Royal Kennel Club recognition.
5. Information on any national/international championships or competitions. 
6. Number of regular competitors taking part in competitions.
7. Number of regular competitions per annum and number of organisations/clubs scheduling these competitions.
8. Details of awards and/or titles on offer at competitions
9. Any further information to support the application.

All of this information needs to be sent in prior to the application being presented to the Committee.’ 


[bookmark: _CANCELLATION_/_POSTPONEMENT][bookmark: _Toc148695287]CANCELLATION / POSTPONEMENT OF SHOWS / EVENTS

Refer to separate cancellation policy document for complete information.

In cases where all entry fees had been refunded in full the office is to deal with it. 

Any cases where only partial refunds, or no refunds, had been offered by the organising society will continue to be referred to the Committee for its consideration.

Postponements 
An event cannot be postponed to a later date. Another future date may be booked to replace the cancelled event in consultation with the Royal Kennel Club but must be considered as a separate show/trial. 

An exception for winter Competitive Obedience shows was approved in 2026.  Therefore, if Health and Safety reasons dictate, a winter Competitive Obedience show (between 1 October and 31 March) may be postponed as long as the rescheduled date is within 6 weeks of the original. The original entries, draw and judges should be used where possible and full refunds will be given to competitors who cannot attend the new date.


[bookmark: _CHAMPIONSHIP_DEFERRAL][bookmark: _Toc148695288]CHAMPIONSHIP DEFERRAL

Championship qualifications can be deferred to the following year if the dog’s handler or owner was scheduled to judge the Championships, other Crufts finals and YKC Crufts events, that year. It was confirmed this would apply to all the Activities Committee disciplines and it delegated approval of the deferrals to the Royal Kennel Club office.   
[bookmark: _CHAMPIONSHIP_JUDGES_–][bookmark: _Toc148695289]

CHAMPIONSHIP JUDGES 

Any prior disciplinary issues will be taken into account when considering Championship judge applications for all activities. 

Judges who have not fulfilled a Championship judging appointment within the five years prior to the date on which they are nominated must be approved by the Activities Committee. Clubs nominating a judge in this category should include the judge’s summary of their activity/involvement in the relevant discipline over the previous five years (including competing, judging, instructing and show/trial management). 

New Championship Judge Applications – Bloodhounds
Applicants to award Championship Bloodhound Certificates must undertake an assessment by an Accredited Trainer. Any assessment must be undertaken at a stake that includes a minimum of 2 working hounds. A Stake that includes only 1 hound is not sufficient for a Championship judge assessment. 

Not awarded Bloodhound Certificates in over 5 years
List all judging appointments in intervening period as well as justify other involvement in Bloodhounds; competing, judging and stake management. Consider assessment and/or complete and pass a Bloodhounds Regulations and Judging Procedure examination on the Royal Kennel Club Academy. Also list all future judging appointments leading up to the Championship Senior Stake appointment. Any assessment must be undertaken at a stake that includes a minimum of 2 working hounds.

Obedience Judging criteria
Judges nominated for Championship Class C who have not judged a Champions Class C in previous five years

For all candidates
Office to check when and if they attended the Obedience Regulations and Judging Procedure seminar
When were they first approved to judge Championship Class C

Questions for the candidate:

Not awarded Obedience Certificates in previous 5 to 7 years 
Judges should provide examples of competing, stewarding, judging and show management. Consider assessment to justify involvement in Obedience during the intervening period. Also list all future judging appointments leading up to the Championship Class C appointment.

Not awarded Obedience Certificates in previous 7 to 10 years
List all judging appointments in intervening period as well as justify other involvement in Obedience; competing, stewarding, judging and show management. Consider assessment and/or complete and pass an Obedience Regulations and Judging Procedure examination on The Royal Kennel Club Academy. Also list all future judging appointments leading up to the Championship Class C appointment.

Not awarded Obedience Certificates in over 10 years 
Assessment and complete and pass an Obedience Regulations and Judging Procedure examination on The Royal Kennel Club Academy.  Also list all future judging appointments leading up to the Championship Class C appointment.

Agility Judging Criteria
Judges nominated to judge Agility Championship Classes who have not judged an Agility Championship Class in previous 5 years

For all candidates
Office to check when and if they attended the Agility Regulations and Judging Procedure seminar
When were they first approved to judge Agility Championship Classes?

Questions for the candidate: 

Not awarded Agility Certificates in previous 5 - 7 years:
Justify involvement in Agility during the intervening period, competing and judging, in a similar manner to a new applicant. 
Consider Agility Regulations assessment. 

Not awarded Agility Certificates in previous 7 -10 years:
List all judging appointments in intervening period as well as justify other involvement in Agility, competing and judging. 
List all future judging appointments leading up to the Championship Class appointment.
Consider Agility Regulations assessment and/or Judging Procedure seminar. 

Not awarded Agility Certificates in over 10 years:
List all judging appointments in intervening period as well as justify other involvement in Agility, competing and judging. Agility Regulations assessment and Judging Procedure seminar.  
List all future judging appointments leading up to the Championship Class appointment.



[bookmark: _CHAMPIONSHIP_STATUS][bookmark: _Toc148695290]CHAMPIONSHIP STATUS

Under normal circumstances a society would not be granted more than one set of Obedience Certificates, however, it has been agreed that under exceptional circumstances, for example if there were no applications from other societies, it would be permissible.

[bookmark: _DECLARATION_OF_INTEREST][bookmark: _DELEGATED_AUTHORITY][bookmark: _Toc485442553][bookmark: _Toc486219442]
[bookmark: _Toc148695292]DELEGATED AUTHORITY 

Delegated Authority to the Committee from the Board:

· Approval of new Championship Societies
· Approval of new Championship judges
· Approval of new Accredited Trainers
· Approval of new Special Events
· Approval of straightforward regulation changes


Delegated Authority for the Royal Kennel Club Office 
The Committee agreed to grant Delegated Authority to the office to reject measuring appeals where there was no evidence of incorrect procedure. 

The Committee granted delegated authority to the office where genuine errors had been made in a schedule for a show, and to issue warnings as appropriate.

The Committee also granted delegated authority for the office to deal with requests for dogs to compete wearing aids such as boots, with the proviso that where there was any doubt, the Chair and the Vice Chair would be consulted.


Competitors competing in the incorrect class/stake/grade
The Committee granted permission for the office to deal with instances of activities competitors competing at the incorrect class/stake/grade, where there was no evidence of intent to deceive. Under such circumstances the office would be able to issue a warning to abide by the rules and regulations in the future. The office already had delegated authority to disqualify awards in such cases.

The Committee granted delegated authority to the office for activities disciplines, with the proviso that where there was any doubt, the matter would be referred to the Committee via the normal channels.








[bookmark: _DISQUALIFICATION_OF_A][bookmark: _Toc148695294]DISQUALIFICATION OF A DOG

The office has the authority to disqualify a dog and move awards up without prior reference to the Committee.


[bookmark: _DYED_DOGS][bookmark: _Toc148695295]DYED DOGS

Whilst the Committee noted that a new regulation had been introduced which would prohibit dyed dogs competing in any discipline at Crufts, it confirmed it has no objection to dyed dogs participating in any activities disciplines. 
[bookmark: _FUN_DAYS][bookmark: _GUARANTORS_AT_LICENSED][bookmark: _Toc485442561][bookmark: _Toc486219456]
[bookmark: _JUDGING_APPOINTMENTS/CONTRACTS]
[bookmark: _Toc148695300]JUDGING APPOINTMENTS/CONTRACTS

Cases are investigated and subsequently reported to Committee only when a correctly formed judging contract has been established as per KC Regulations. Contracts via email are also permissible. Where a judging contract has not been correctly formed, the Office points out correct procedure which should be adopted when establishing future judging contracts.


JUDGES PERFORMANCE REVIEWS & CPD

If the Committee is concerned about a judge’s performance, and/or reports have been received about the judge in relation to their understanding of the regulations or course design, the judge may be required to undertake the judge’s examination on the Royal Kennel Club Academy and/or attend the practical seminar. A judge may also be required to be observed and reassessed before being able to continue judging. 


[bookmark: _JUDGING_APPOINTMENTS_OVERSEAS][bookmark: _Toc148695301]JUDGING APPOINTMENTS OVERSEAS (OBEDIENCE)

For all UK resident judges. All judging appointments undertaken for the Dutch Obedience Society will not count as open show appointments. They would however be considered as lower level appointments for any persons working to fulfil the criteria to become a Royal Kennel Club Obedience Judge for Open and Championship shows.

For those based in Holland, Belgium and Germany, and who were members of the Dutch Obedience Society the following shall apply.
Once a person has fulfilled all the qualification criteria to become an obedience judge as required by the Royal Kennel Club G Regulations the following DOS judging appointments may be counted as open show appointments and count as part of the 30 open/championship judging appointments required for Championship C qualification.

[bookmark: _OBJECTION_PROCEDURES][bookmark: _“OFFICIAL”_OF_A]One each of Beginner, Novice, Class A and Class B can be used towards qualification to judge Championship C classes. Only Open Class C appointments undertaken in the UK, and thus at Royal Kennel Club licenced events count towards the 15 Open C appointments required. In order to judge at Royal Kennel Club licensed Open and Championship shows in the UK all DOS member judges must satisfy the inviting society that they are suitably qualified under Royal Kennel Club Regulations G and have judged the minimum of three Novice classes as their first open show appointments, followed by all other criteria set out as per regulations relating to Approval of Judges.


[bookmark: _OVERSEAS_AWARDS][bookmark: _Toc148695306][bookmark: _Toc486219467]OVERSEAS AWARDS

Overseas Agility Awards

	Royal Kennel Club
	Australian/American Kennel Club
	USDAA
	FCI

	Grade 2
	Novice
	Starter/Novice
	Grade 1

	Grade 4
	Open
	Advanced Agility Dog
	Grade 2

	Grade 6
	Masters/Champion
	Masters/Champion
	Grade 3



Southern Ireland changed its class structure during 2009, some shows are under FCI so would be comparable above.

Due to changes to the UK’s grading structure introduced in 2019, the comparison between the Royal Kennel Club (UK) and IKC grading systems no longer aligned.

Therefore, in the interests of simplicity, a dog competing in a particular grade in Southern Ireland, under IKC Regulations, would compete at the same grade in the UK. For example, a dog competing in Grade 3 in Southern Ireland would compete in Grade 3 in the UK.

In Holland dogs that have not attained enough points during the year can be demoted into a lower FCI grade. 

This is not the case in the UK; It is accepted that once a dog has already competed in a particular grade in the UK, it would continue to compete in the same grade and could not compete to a lower grade regardless of its FCI grade.

Overseas Obedience Awards

	Eire Class (Not FCI)

	Equivalent UK Class 

	Beginners (No Retrieve) 
	Pre-Beginners 

	Novice 
	Novice 

	Class A
	Class A

	Class B
	Class B

	Class C
	Class C




	Dutch Obedience Society
(for Competitors in Belgium or Holland)
	Equivalent UK Class 

	Pre-Beginners 
	Pre-Beginners 

	Beginners
	Beginners

	Novice 
	Novice 

	Class A
	Class A

	Class B
	Class B

	Class C
	Class C



	New Zealand Class

	Equivalent UK Class 

	Beginners 
	Pre-Beginners 

	Novice 
	Novice 

	Class A
	Class A

	Class B
	Class B

	Class C
	Class C


AC 19.03.2020

FCI classes are not comparable, so any wins under these rules will not count towards UK class eligibility.  

Overseas wins (as detailed above) will count for eligibility for UK classes, however, qualification for Championship Class ‘C’ will need to be gained at KC licensed shows.  

If overseas competitors wish to gain their Obedience Warrant, the points will have to be gained at KC licensed shows.

Overseas awards do not count towards eligibility for Championship Class C, therefore the results do not count for merit points either.  

Overseas Working Trials Awards
No overseas awards count towards UK Working Trials stakes. Overseas competitors will need to start from CD. It is unlikely that any overseas competitors will compete in the UK other than competitors from Eire. 

Overseas Heelwork to Music Awards
Dogs resident overseas should enter classes in the UK at Novice level unless they are competing in the lowest class or grade in their native country.

Rally Irish Kennel Club Awards 
A dog competing at a particular Level in Eire, under IKC Regulations, would compete at the same Level in the UK. For example, a dog competing at Level 3 in Eire would compete in Level 3 in the UK.



Channel Island Wins
Wins by Channel Island residents or European residents competing at their own licensed Shows DO count in the UK.  However, if UK residents visit the Channel Islands or the Continent to compete their wins DO NOT count.   


OVERSEAS COMPETITORS – AGILITY MEASURES

It was confirmed that dogs competing under FCI rules would be measured in their own country.
[bookmark: _OVERSEAS_JUDGES][bookmark: _Toc148695307]

OVERSEAS JUDGES

Procedure in respect of overseas judges being appointed to judge at Royal Kennel Club licensed events.
It is customary practice for overseas Kennel Clubs to obtain permission for another overseas judge to officiate at one of their events. The Activities Committee agreed the Royal Kennel Club should apply the same courtesy. Should a society wish to invite an overseas judge to officiate at one of its events, it should notify the Royal Kennel Club who would in turn approach the relevant overseas Kennel Club to obtain its permission. This procedure should still apply even in the case of a judge already qualified to judge in the UK. 

[bookmark: _QUORUM_FOR_MEETINGS][bookmark: _REGISTRATION_OF_TITLE][bookmark: _Toc486219469]
[bookmark: _Toc148695309]REGISTRATION OF TITLE

Applications for Registration of Title from Clubs which do not wish to have breed show activities are processed initially through the Activities Committee, with its recommendation being subsequently considered by the Board.

Activities Committee insists that all newly registered Training clubs participate in the Royal Kennel Club Good Citizen Dog Scheme.
[bookmark: _RELUCTANT_CORRESPONDENTS][bookmark: _RESERVE_JUDGES][bookmark: _RUNNING_ORDER][bookmark: _Toc486219477]

[bookmark: _SPECIAL_DISPENSATION_REQUESTS][bookmark: _Toc148695314]SPECIAL DISPENSATION REQUESTS

For request for a dog to compete with any kind of assistance (goggles etc) the applicant should be requested to provide a detailed veterinary report, prior to consideration by the Committee. This should include information regarding the dog’s condition, together with a veterinary opinion as to the necessity for the special provision, with specific reference to the discipline in which the owner wished to compete.
[bookmark: _STANDING_ORDERS][bookmark: _Toc486219481]

[bookmark: _WORKING_TRIALS][bookmark: _Toc148695319]WORKING TRIALS

A Society must schedule an Open Working Trial in that year in order to schedule a Championship Trial, unless in exceptional circumstances.  

The Committee granted delegated authority to the office to approve any future applications to hold dual Working Trials Championship Stakes subject to their fulfillment of the criteria for holding an Open stake in the same year for each Championship stake.

Following a request from a society to host an additional TD stake, resulting in one club hosting 2 TD stakes in the same year, the Committee granted delegated authority to the office to approve any future applications to host an additional TD stake. 
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